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Use of Force by Law Enforcers when Arresting and Contacting Suspects
When contacting and arresting criminals and suspects, law enforcement personnel have various alternatives, which include elementary verbal and physical restraint, less-deadly force, and deadly force (National Institute of Justice, 2020). While verbal and physical restraint typically applies for unresisting individuals, less-deadly force entails the use of chemicals such as pepper spray, conduction energy devices such as tasers, as well as blunt force in circumstances where the suspect resists non-violent measures (OHCHR, 2021). By default, law enforcement individuals are mandated to utilize non-violent alternatives before opting to use deadly force, such as firearms which have a higher probability of causing death or massive injuries (OHCHR, 2021). However, the use of deadly force is allowed in circumstances where law-enforcement personnel is attempting to protect themselves from an immediate threat to their lives or those of other individuals or in stopping an individual posing such a threat from evading arrest (OHCHR, 2021). In these situations, the law-enforcement individual is mandated to provide identification and a clear warning of their intention to utilize deadly force and provide adequate time for this warning to be regarded by the offender (OHCHR, 2021).
From a Christian perspective, only God gives life, and humans are therefore not allowed to endanger or end life. Moreover, Christians believe in caring for their neighbors, which implies that they prioritize the wellbeing of other individuals around them. To that end, police officers should be careful to avoid using unnecessary force when apprehending suspects or criminals since this may harm or endanger the life of the individual being apprehended. However, if the suspect or criminal will endanger the lives of other individuals if he/she is not apprehended, the use of force can be justified from a Christian perspective by arguing that this force is necessary for minimizing the evil that may be perpetuated by the suspect (Barnes, 2020). As such, a Christian perspective considers the responsible use of force by police as virtuous and therefore necessary in maintaining a righteous society (Barnes, 2020).
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